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Rk, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON SOCIETY. 


From the Jewish Expositor of September, we give extracts 
from the Journal of Rev. Joseph Wolff on his late visit to Hol- 
land, containing an interesting account of his interview with his 
Jewish mother and his Jewish sister, at the establishment of 
Count Von der Recke. We also give an account of the conver- 
sion and Baptism of a Jewish Rabbi at Bedford, England. 
From these it will appear that the Lord’s work is going on among 
his ancient people. And we fondly hope the time is not far dis- 
tant, when the ‘ American Society,” having matured their plans, 
will move side by side with the foremost of those who are 
engaged in the benevolent design of meliorating the condition 


of the Jews. 
From the same source we learn that the Rev. J. Wolff has ta- 


ken his departure for Jerusalem. 


HOLLAND. 


May 8.—We arrived at Ruhrort, the birth-place of the Mis- 
sionary Reichardt, and we went to the house of brother Rei- 
chardt. We called on Muller, the curate of that place, who is a 
very pious clergyman. [ sent an express to Dusselthal to Count 
Von der Recke, to learn whether my mother and sister were 
arrived from Munich, according to my desire. I received an 
answer, that my mother had arrived a week ago, and was 
anxiously looking out, and waiting forme. Count Wermer Von 
der Recke, the brother of Count Adelbert Von der Recke wrote 
to me, as his brother was at Berlin. 

May 9.—Dear brother Reichardt and myself arrived at Dus- 
selthal, the Institution of the excellent Count Von der Recke. 
Mr. Bohrman, the tutor of the Institution, who had received my 
mother and sister into his house, told me that he must prepare 
my mother, lest she should be too much overcome. She was 
walking in the garden at the time, and she came towards me. 
As I approached her she exclaimed, “ Art thou, my dear Sir?” 
I repeeeh “Call me not Sir, for [am your son!” My mother 
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wept aloud, and embracing me, she exclaimed, “ My dear sen, 
my dear son, my dear son, I have borne you to-day, I have borne 
you to-day, I have borne you to-day again; my dear son, my 
dear son, [| have borne you to-day, I have borne you to-day 
again.” My sister, whom [ knew not, for she was a child when 
[ saw her last, stood behind my mother, and wept. I embraced 
her, and she exclaimed, ‘‘ My dear brother, my dear brother !” 
All who were present wept. After my mother had collected 
herself a little, she related to me how much she had suffered 
upon my account from her own relations, and how kind Sir 
Brook Taylor, the British Ambassador at Munich, had been 
to her. 

After this, Reichardt and myself prayed in the presence of 
my mother and sister, and gave thanks to the Lord, in that he 
had granted me to see my mother and my sister. My mother 
and sister during their stay at Dusselthal, ate nothing (for con- 
science sake) except bread and those things which are allowed to 
Jews to eat with Christians; and they even refused to eat with 
me. Mr. Bohrman brought to me pork to eat; | refused it, 
and said to my mother, that I would not eat pork on her account. 
She was very much affected. 

May 10.—I preached at Dusselthal in the chapel of the 
Jewish Institution of Count Von der Recke, at the Count’s 
request. My mother and sister, for the first time in their life, 
heard the Gospel preached : and my mother heard her son, and 
my sister heard her brother, preach that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah, and the son of God! My text was: ‘ But we preach 
Christ crucified.” Both my mother and sister wept aloud, so 
that the whole congregation wept. My sister, a girl of extraor- 
dinary talent, as Reichardt and I found her to be, wished, after 
Reichardt and myself had conversed more with her, to be in- 
structed further in the way of salvation. My sister, however, 
had doubts about the divinity of Jesus Christ; but she herself 
remarked, that the Lord might as well appear in a human body, 
as he did in the thornbush. My sister, I rejoice to say, is now 

reparing for baptism, under the direction of the pious Doctor 
ecineanvlied at Barmen. 


3% mother, my sister, the Rev. Mr. Schmidt, and the Rev. 


Mr. Fludner were invited to Lady Engles’ to drink tea. Count 
Von der Recke was likewise present. I spoke of Christ until 
my mother opened her mouth, and said with all the marks of 
motherly affection, “‘ My dear son, neither myself nor my daugh- 
ter here, have rest any longer; I must dispute with you ; you 
know that I have loved you more than my other children, for 
you are my first-born son. Remember, my first-born son : when 
you were a child, you were so ill in health, that the Physicians 
gave youup; I put you under a tree, and cried to the Lord like 
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Hagar for Ishmael. Now, if you are right in your belief, you 
make many people happy by your present exertions; if you are 

wrong, you make many miserable: and yourself also. What an 
awful sight it would be, if your shade, condemned in hell, were 
hereafter to pass near my shade! what an awful sight fora mother, 
to see the shade of her son condemned in hell! Ob that 1 may 
be condemned instead of you!” After this preface she stated her 
objections. Simple-hearted and unlearned as she was, she made 
objections as good as those of the best philosophers in Germany; 
which I answered with equal readiness. This conversation with 
my mother was the most solemn hour of my life. After | had pro- 
claimed from Scripture, and had proved to her that Jesus was the 
son of God, [ convinced her that the assertions of the Rabbies were 
nothing but a series of untruths. Amongst other things, I said, 
* Rabbi Moses Bar Nahman saith, that a Jew who turns Christian, 
must necessarily have been born in adultery!” My mother ex- 
claimed, “ ‘This ts certainly untrue ; and my belief in the Talmud 
was shaken by itlong ago.”’ Lady Engles, C Jount Von der Recke, 
and pastor Schmidt considered that evening as the most solemn, 
and most interesting evening they ever passed—to hear a mother 
arguing with her son, with all the tenderness of a mother, and 
her son preaching to his mother the way of salvation. She con- 


fessed that she could no longer hate Christ ; but the thought of 


not being buried with Jews, made her shrink back from the idea 
of becoming a Christian. 

May 16.—Dear Reichardt accompanied my sister to Barmen, 
where she now receives instruction in the Christian religion. I 
cannot speak with sufficient gratitude of dear Reichardt ; for his 
conversation made a most powerful impression, even upon my 
mother ; and I should not be surprised, if the Lord finally con- 
vinced my mother by the humble instrumentality of Reichardt. 

May 21.—I spoke before the University of Utrecht; all the 
professors, with ladies and gentlemen, and many Jews, were 
present. Reichardt, who accompanies my mother to Frankfort 
on the Main, where he will have opportunities of speaking with 
the Jews, is prevented by this from accompanying me to Utrecht ; 
and as there is a great alteration among my own relations and 
friends, he may be a blessing to many. 





DOMESTIC. 
Conversion and Baptism of the Jewish Rabbi at Bedford. 


The following extract from a letter, recently received from 
the Rev. T. S. Grimshawe, communicates the pleasing intelli- 
ares of the conversion and baptism of the Jewish Rabbi at 

edford. 
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Biddenham, near Bedford, July 27, 1827. 

My dear Sir—It has pleased God to give us a pleasing token 
of his divine blessing on our labours of leve, in behalf of out- 
cast Israel, in the conversion of the Jewish Rabbi of Bedford to 
the faith of Christ. Some few years ago his conscience seems 
to have been roused, and Mr. H , a most respectable dissent- 
ing minister of that town, mentioned various facts, tending to 
excite a hope that he was inquiring after the truth. A visible 
declension afterwards took place,and his impressions appeared to 
have vanished away. He, however, who is able to revive the 
work of bis own hands, again called forth a renewed spirit of 
inquiry, and this young man, whose name is Joseph, was in- 
duced to call frequently on the Rev. Mr. T , who must be 
well known to you, and the final result of these interviews, and 
of the discussions that accompanied them, is that he yesterday 
professed his belief in Christ as the promised Messiah, and the 
only name by whom either Jew or Gentile can be saved, not but 
that on some few points he is anxious to become more fully 
satisfied, but his faith in the Son of God is not shaken or affected 


by them. 


DEPARTURE OF THE REV. JOSEPH WOLFF. 


Mr. Wolff left England by the Steam Packet for Gibraltar, 
on the 26th July, accompanied by Lady Georgiana. He intends 
to stay a few days at that place, and then to go by the regular 
Packet to Malta; from whence, as soon as possible, he will pro- 
ceed, D. V. to his final destination at Jerusalem. 


NINETEENTH REPORT 


Of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst Mhe Jews, read at 
the Annual Meeting, May 4, 1827. 


(Continued from page 144.) 


Mr. Petri has probably before this commenced his tour through 
the Westphalian provinces, which are the proper sphere of the 
Detmold Society’s operations. 

Frankfort. 


Mr. Marc still continues to labour amongst the Jews of this 
place. He now resides at Offenbach, which is only a short dis- 
tance from Frankfort. He was visited, during the last summer, 
by the Rev. P. Treschow, who thus writes :— 

“I left Darmstadt, and proceeded to Frankfort, where, soon 
after my arrival, I met Mr. Marc, who invited me to spend the 
following day with him at Offenbach, where he is now settled. 
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It is only an hour’s ride from Frankfort, but belongs to the do- 
minion of the Grand Duke of Hesse Darmstadt. The bro- 
ther of the Sovereign Prince, Christian, who is President ot 
the Darmstadt Bible Society, has kindly interested himself in 
favour of Mr. Marc, at Offenbach, to secure to him the undis- 
turbed exercise of his Missionary office among the Jews, 
under the declared protection of Government. As the town 1s 
very healthy, and living, in some articles, is cheaper than at 
Frankfort, and his intercourse with the Jews suffers no interrup- 
tion from his removal to so small a distance ; it is to be hoped 
this change will be attended with beneficial consequences in 
every respect. I now had, for the first time, an opportunity of 
witnessing the domestic life of Mr. Marc; and, I must contess, 
that all 1 saw and observed has added to the favorable opinion 
of him which [ had previously formed ; we conversed much to- 
gether.” 

In a communication from Mr. Treschow, at the elose of the 
year, your Committee are informed, that Mr. Marc was very 
diligently employed amongst the Jews at Offenbach and the 
neighbourhood. 

At Frankfort there is an Auxiliary Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. Its funds are very low, and its 
efforts, accordingly, much circumscribed. On this subject Mr. 
Treschow writes— 

“The state of the Auxiliary Society in that city is much the 
same as | found it in June last year. Jews who apply for Chris- 
tian instruction, receive it, but none have been baptized for a 
Jong time. Such as appear to be in earnest are sent to Dussel- 
thal with a moderate sum of money, just sufficient to reach that 
place; and this is the chief use the Society can make of its 
scanty income.” 


Dresden. 


There is here a Society established for promoting Biblical 
knowledge amongst the Jews. ‘They have a school for Jewish 
children, under the care of Mr. J. P. Goldberg, whose salary is 
paid by, your Society. The resources of the Dresden Institu- 


tion are limited, and probably its friends few, but the account of 


its proceedings is far from discouraging. The following is an 
extract from the Rev. P. Treschow’s letier of Jam 26, 1927: 
“I take this opportunity to submit to the Committee a re- 
quest of the Dresden Society for promoting Biblical Knowledge 
among the Jews: they hope to be favoured with your assistance 
towards defraying the expenses of Mr. Goldberg’s journey to 
Leipzic in the year 1826, and the salary of his substitute in the 
school during his absence. Extracts from his journal will be 
transmitted, by which you will see how usefully he bas laboured. 
They request your aid, also, for providing school prayer, and 
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other devotional books for children and adult Jews, both bap- 
tized and not baptized, who attend the meetings which are 
weekly held for the members of the Society. I must confess 
that I feel partial to the Dresden Society. The work appears 
to me to be there carried on in a true Christian spirit, that is, 
ina spirit of prayer and of humility, without outward show and 
bustle, but not without fervency of spirit. I hope the Com- 
mittee will be induced to assist them.” 

In consequence of the request conveyed in the above letter, 


your committee have contributed towards Mr. Goldberg’s expen- 
ses in visiting Leipsic during the great fair which was held 
there in the month of October last, and which is frequented by 
great numbers of Jews from all parts of the Continent, for per- 
poses of trade. Mr. Goldberg’s Journal has been received. It 
adds an additional testimony to the large mass of evidence 
already laid before you on former occasions, as well as on the 
present ; proving that the Jews in geueral have in reality no ac- 
cess to their own Scriptures, so encompassed are they with an 
impenetrable barrier of traditional falsehood and perversion. 
And hence your Committee are more and more deeply convinced 
of the great importance of attempting, by every judicious and 
practicable means, a general circulation of the Old Testament 
Scriptures among them, in their original simplicity, unaccom- 
panied by human comment. 

Mr. Goldberg met with a proselyte who the year before had 
been instructed and baptized by him at Dresden, and who now 
resides at Leipsic for the purpose of learning a trade. He was 
rejoiced to find just reason to hope well of his state, both from 
his own personal intercourse, and from the representations of 
Christian friends. 

‘ Your missionary, Mr. Rich. Smith, whose station is at 


Breslaw, 


in Silesia, spent the greater part of the past year in making a 
tour, in company with Mr. Reichardt, through several parts of 
Germany and the neighbouring countries. They extended their 
journey as far as Constantinople. 

As their journey was chiefly for the purpose of inquiry into 
the state of the Jewish population in the several countries 
through which they passed, they did not remain a sufficient time 
in any one place, to allow them to adopt any permanent system 
of operations. As they journeyed from city to city, and from 
village to village, they made it their first object to seek out the 
descendants of Israel, and to reason with them out of their own 
Scriptures. On arriving at Adrianople, they found that Mr. 
Wolff had already been there, and that the Jews of the place 
had raised a violent commotion by means of false representa- 
tions to the Pasha. Indeed, had not his removal been provi- 
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dentially ordered, there seems little doubt that he would have 
been cut in pieces by the Janisaries. 

Your Missionaries were much rejoiced to find, on their arri- 
val in Constantinople, that the accounts which had already 
reached them respecting the open avowal of Christianity by 
many of the Jews in that capital, although in many respects cir- 
cumstantially incorrect, yet were actually founded in fact. 

After a short stay in Constantinople, they returned home- 
wards, still pursuing their important inquiries. Mr. Smith ar- 
rived in this country a short time since, and has subsequently 
been endeavouring, by an additional course of study, to render 
himself more thoroughly qualified for further missionary service 
amongst the Jewish people. 

It has been already stated, that Mr. Reichardt has been fixed 
by your Committee in Holland, at least for a time. 


Prussia. 


In directing your attention to the efforts which are making 
in Prussia on behalf of the Jewish people, your Committee notice 
that the very attempt to evangelize the Jews already begins, in 
this as well as in other parts of the world, to prove a blessing 
to the Christian Church. 

The Berlin Society, with its three Auxiliaries at Konigsberg, 
Posen, and Detmold, still continues to enjoy the protection and 
support of the King and Royal Family of Prussia, who are very 
liberal contributors to its funds. Your Committee have, on for- 
mer occasions, laid before you many interesting facts communi- 
cated to them respecting the labours of the missionary, Mr. 
Hendes. For some time he has carried on the work alone, but 
recent intelligence mentions the appointment of a fellow- labourer 
in this cause, "Mir. Herman Ball. The missionary journals which 
have been forwarded to this country are of a very interesting 
character, and taking the very lowest estimate of success, they 
amply prove that the ‘Word of Life has been spoken, the doctrine 


of the Cross has been preached in the ears of great numbers of 


Jews: and Christ the Lord has been, as it were, exhibited be- 
fore their eyes in all the glory and excellency of his character— 
in all His suitableness to the misery of their moral and spiritual 
condition—in all His power and willingness to save the sinner. 

The Rev. Professor ‘Tholuck continues to render very impor- 
tant services to the cause in which your Society is engaged. 
He has lately been appointed by the King of Prussia to an im- 

ortant and responsible situation at the University of Halle. 
This circumstance has of necessity occasioned his removal from 
Berlin, but it will not in the least interfere with the important 
duties in which he is engaged on behalf of Israel], as he will be 
equally able as before to execute those duties, and be the organ 
of communication with your Committee. 
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The periodical work, entitled “ The friend of Israel,” which 
was undertaken some time ago under the Professor’s superinten- 
dence and direction, has been discontinued as a separate publi- 
eation. It now forms part of the periodical work entitled, 
“ Recent Intelligence from Foreign | Missions,” which Mr. Els- 
ner has published for about seven years, and the circulation of 
which is far more extensive than that of “ The Friend of Israe} ;” 
so that a manifest advantage arises to the general cause fron, the 
arrangement, of thus connecting the “ Friend of Israel” with the 
Missionary Intelligence. 

Your Committee stated, in the Report of last year, that a 
large number of Jews had, outwardly at least, embraced the 
Christian faith in the city of Berlin. Professor Tholuck con- 
tinues to speak very favorably of many of these. He thus 
writes :-— 

“As to those of the proselytes in Berlin whom I formerly 
knew, | am happy to say that not one has become a backslider ; 
although some have become somewhat lukewarm, and others, on 
account of their unsettled state as members of society, have been 
exposed to much temptation. A man whom [| must notice 
above all, is lu., whom | mentioned in some letters of early date, 
as likely to become a powerful instrument of God in the Church, 
and who is a man of like zeal with Luther. 

“* Besides Mr. L., I cannot omit mentioning two young men, of 
whom [ also wrote formerly. ‘They were at that time beginners 
in the Christian faith, but they bave since been marvellously 
strengthened, although labouring under great difficulties. They 
have often literally been destitute of bread to eat, and have at 
other times shared their own scanty meals with their poor coun- 
irymen, or fellow-proselytes. Nevertheless, they have proved 
stedfast, and have appeared calm and serene in every trial. 
When I saw them, they did not deny their frequent doubts and 
combats within, but on the other hand confessed that they had 
often experienced, very wonderfully, the providentia: mercies of 
the Lord.” 

In the same letter the Professor states, that in Berlin there is 
not so much want of Israelites desirous of instruction, as of 
Christian ministers and friends, who have time, inclination, and 
ability to instruet them, and to watch over their spiritual welfare. 
To supply this want has been the subject of very serious con- 
sideration to your Committee. They have been hitherto un- 
successful in their endeavors to provide a suitable pastor for 
these Jewish proselytes, who are literally as sheep having no 
shepherd, scattered in different parts of a large city, destitute of 
those religious advantages and kind Christian counsels, which 


their circumstances especially require. 
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Professor Tholuck has been unceasing in his attempts to ob- 
tain a suitable missionary for this important station. Represen- 
tations on this subject have also been made to your Committee 
from other quarters, which strongly corroborate the previous 
statements of the Professor. The following communication, 
lately received from him, gives reason to hope that some mea- 
sures will be speedily adopted for this purpose :— 

‘‘] have mentioned in a former letter that our Berlin Com- 
mittee resolved, in a meeting which I a!tended, to deliver a 
petition to our gracious King, for obtaining from his kindness 
the foundation of a living for a regular minister, to whose care 
all the proselytes might be recommended, who either live in 
Berlin or wish to receive instruction there. The President of 
our Society, bis Excellency the Major-Gen. Witzleben, First Ad- 
jutant to his Majesty, has received the petition most graciously. 
He takes a lively interest in the matter, and hopes there will be 
no difficulty in putting the plan into execution. He thinks that 
the minister may make use of the English Liturgy.” 


Posen. 


The Rev. J. G. G. Wermelskirch still continues to occupy his 
former station at Posen. He visited this country early in last 
summer to fulfil a matrimonial engagement, and returned to Po- 
sen at the latter end of July, in company with his wife. He im- 
mediately resumed his missionary labours, by preaching toa 
large congregation at a public service which be had happily been 
enabled to establish at Posen, a short time before he set out for 
England, and which, your Committee rejoice to say, bas since 
been fully and permanently established for the public instruction 
of the Jews, and others who are willing to attend, under the 
sanction of his Prussian Majesty. 

The Journals of Mr. Wermelskirch sufficiently testify, that 
he is stationed in an important sphere of usefulness, being con- 
tinually visited by Jews, and having opportunities of speaking 
to them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, both 
in public and in private. The following account of one who 
had come from a town in Russian Poland for instruction will, 
no doubt, be interesting :— 

“He had much to contend with, but still continued stedfast, 
and came every day to read and converse with me, and, what is 
still better, showed that he benefited by it. Being i in my own 
mind convinced that the work of grace was going on in him, 
and having finished a course of instruction with him, I requested 
Mr. , of the Edinburgh Jews’ Society, to question bim 
upon the principal subjects of the Gospel, and afterwards give 
me his opinion of his state: and knowing that the truth had 
made an impression on him three years ago, and that it had 
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not been opposed in his heart, I spoke with Mr. Borneman about 
his baptism. He expressed his willingness to baptise him, which 
I did not wish to do myse!f, not being sure that, according to 
the ecclesiastical law of Prussia, it would be proper for me to 
perform the rite: but Mr. B. afterwards found himself so occu- 
pied, that it was impossible for him to fulfil his promise. I 
therefore requested Mr. Hayer, who has already baptised seve- 
ral, to perform the sacred rite, which be did on the 16th De- 
cember, befure an exceedingly crowded congregatiun. As 
usual, | opened the service with an appropriate prayer, and 
read Ezek. xxxiv. 11—l1. and Acts, viii. 26—40. I then set 
forth the glorious person of the Redeemer, whom this Israelite 
professed himself willing to embrace, though others saw no 
glory in him; and the proselyte received, after his two spon- 
sors, the names of Charles William. 

“The ceremony made a considerable impression upon the 
congregation, among whom there was a great number of Jews, 
and caused sume sensation among the Jews at large. The Rab- 
bi sent immediately to the proselyte’s parents and to his wife, 
and held conversations late at night about the time of Messiah’s 
coming. This he thinks must be very nigh, and that it must be 
before the Jews write 5600 (they write now 5587) : consequently 
within thirteen years.” 

In a letter received only a week or two since, Mr. Wermel- 
skirch states, that he is still visited by Jews, some of whom seem 
to be brought under powerful convictions, whilst others soon 
turn away again, unmoved by the precious invitations of the 
Gospel. He appears to derive great encouragement from his 

ublic ministry on Saturdays. The attendance of both Jews 
and Christians on the service, has been ‘“ even (as he states) 
in the coldest and most unpleasant weather, constant and large.” 

It is stated in the Report of the Berlin Society, that a school 
has been established for some time in Posen, in which thirty- 
nine Jewish children have received instruction. Your Commit- 
tee are not in possession of any facts relating to the precise 
objects or the present state of this Institution. They have, 
however, learned, that Mr. W. has received the Royai permission 
to open a school for Jewish children. He requests assistance 
in this work, arid in consequence, Mr. J. C. Hartman, late of your 
Missionary Seminary, has been sent to Posen as a catechist or 


school master. 
Your Committee would now call your attention to 


Koémgsberg. 

Although it has not hitherto been made a regular station for 
any of your Missionaries, on several occasions the Jews in that 
place have heard the Gospel from some of them, who have 
been passing through to their respective scenes of labour. 
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The attention of your Committee was directed to Koénigs- 
berg early in last year, in consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Treschow, dated March 7, 1826. The following is an extract :— 

“ While I was writing this letter, I received one from Dr. 
Weiss, at Konigsberg, with the annual report of their Society. 
From the letter, | beg to submit the following passage to the 
consideration of the Committee : 

‘© * A minister in a neighbouring place (Kallnigken) has ad- 
dressed to me several letters, of which I send you extracts. You 
will learn from them how eager the Jews are in that place to 
have the whole Bible, both the Old and New Testaments, in 
Hebrew. I know the high price of that book ; but I also know 
the generous spirit of your Society, and | may therefore hope 
you will not think me indiscreet, if | express a wish to have a 
few copies of that valuable volume put at my disposal, especially 
for the benefit of the Jews at Kalluigken, who, though generally 
poor, yet offer to pay for them as much as they can afford. I do 
not therefore apply for a gratuitous donation, but merely for co- 
pies at a moderate price, and would solicit an early compliance 
with my wish. Eight or ten copies would, I should think, meet 
the object.’ ” 

The communications of the Rev. J. C. Bergfeldt, have in- 
duced your Committee to consider the expediency of making 
Konigsberg a Missionary station. Mr. Bergfeldt’s views on this 
subject are also supported by Mr. M’Caul, who writes— 

“* Warsaw, March 22, 1827.—There now appears an open- 
ing for a station at hOnigsberg, where the Lutheran Bishop Bo- 
rowski, and other pious clergy, have requested Mr. Bergfeldt to 
begin a service for the Jews, and have promised every assistance 
possible.” 

Your Committee have deferred their final determination on 
this question, until they have had an opportunity of hearing fur- 
ther particulars from Mr. M’Caul, who is shortly expected to 
arrive in England. 

It was stated in your last Report, that Mr. Bergfeldt was ori- 
ginally stationed at Posen, not having at that time received 
ordination. Since the appointment of the Rev. J. G. G. Wer- 
melskirch to that station, and after his return to it last summer, 
Mr. Bergfeldt took a journey into Poland, where he was led to 
expect ordination. He was accordingly ordained at Warsaw, 
according to the rites of the Lutheran Church, on Sunday, 
Nov. 26, 1826, after a long examination by the members of the 
Consistory. This solemn event opened to him a new field of 
labour in the vineyard of the Lord. Having continued for some 
little time to assist his brethren in Poland, he set out on a Mis- 
sionary tour on the 9th of January, 1827. Your Committee 
have since received his journals, giving a detail of his proceed- 
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ings at Czirmno, Gostynin, Kowall, Thorn, Dantzig, and Ko- 

nigsberg, with several intermediate places. Several encourag- 

ing circumstances, seem to invite the labours of a Missionary, 

Your Committee lay before you the following extract, which 

likewise corroborates the testimony of other missionaries re- 

specting the blind regard which the Jews in general pay to their 
bbinical commentaries. 

** Kowall, Jan. 18, 1827.—We sold six Hebrew Bibles, and 
one copy of the Prophets ; one copy we gave gratis to a poor 
orphan boy, who brougit a testimony of his diligence and capa- 
city from the Rabbi. Had we been willing to have given New 
Testaments gratis, we might have distributed some, but for mo- 
ney they did not wish to have them. 

* Jan, 19.—We were visited by a number of Jews, both small 
and great, to whom we are allowed to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and sold two Hebrew Bibles and one Tract. In- 
deed, we found the Jews here very well acquainted with Hebrew, 
and no where have | found such an eagerness fur the Word of 
God as in this place. This will appear more remarkable, if it 
is considered that we give them the pure Word of God, without 
the commentaries of the Rabbins, whereas the Jews in general 
say to us, ‘ What shall we do with the Bible? Uf we have not 
Rashi with it, we cannot understand it.’ But not one of them 
here made this objection. On the contrary, very poor persons 
went to borrow some schelings, and then begged us to give them 
a Bible for them. We might have sold more if we had had 
them.” 

At Konigsberg, it has already been mentioned that there is 
an Auxiliary to the Berlin Society for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews. ‘There are from 1,200 to 1,500 Jews, besides 
a number of Jewish proselytes, who require instruction. 


Poland. 


Your Committee have always regarded Poland as a most im- 
portant Missionary Station, on account of the number of Jews 
who are settled in that country. For this reason they feel pecu- 
liarly thankful for the protection which is afforded to your Mis- 
sionaries, in the exercise of their ministry amongst the Jewish 

eople, by the Emperor of Russia. It is well known that the 
fate Emperor took a livély interest in the moral and civil im- 
provement of the Jews, and gave a direct sanction to the labours 
of your Missionaries. Your Committee have now to report, 
with gratitude, that the present Emperor has been graciously 
pleased to adopt the measures of his lamented predecessor; 
thus affording continued encouragement for the prosecution ol 
the great work which has for so many years been going on 10 
that country. The renewal was communicated to Mr. M’Cau!, 
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one of your Missionaries, in answer to a petition which he for- 
warded from Warsaw immediately on the accession of the pre- 
sent Emperor ; and the answer was given through the Minister 
of the Interior, who acknowledges “that he has received instruc- 
tions to continue the protection heretofore granted, and has 
already made known the said instructions to all the masters of 
police, that they may lay no hindrance in the way of the Mis- 
sionaries.” “ Thus,” says Mr. M’Caul, “ we have fresh cause 
of thankfulness to God.” 

About the period of your last Anniversary, Mr. M’Caul paid 
a visit to Posen, where he remained during the absence of Mr. 
Wermelskirch, in this country. On leaving Posen, he returned 
to his usual station at Warsaw. 

Reference has already been made to the Judzo-Polish trans- 
lation of the Scriptures, in which work Mr. M’Caul is engaged. 
It has been also stated above, that the Book of Genesis had 
been printed and sent for distribution in Poland. To the im- 
portance and general accuracy of this translation, the concur- 
rent testimonies, from your Missionaries in Poland, are most 
satisfactory. 

Mr. Wendt writes from Petrikaw— 

“The new translation gives occasion to animated disputes 
pro and contra. A Jew expressed his opinion yesterday, that 
a general distribution of the Hebrew Bible would much dimi- 
nish the study of the Jewish Commentaries, but that the study 
will be quite put an end to by the new translation, because the 
Jews find the Jewish in this translation much easier than the 
obscure language of the Commentators, and they will therefore 
be much more inclined to have recourse to the translation than 
to a commentator.” 

A very general desire to read this Judzeo-Polish version of the 
Book of Genesis appears to have prevailed amongst Jews of all 
classes. For further details your Committee must refer you to 
the Missionary Journals of the last few months. 

With regard to the accuracy and propriety of the work, Mr. 
M’Caul writes— 

“ Warsaw, March 15, 1827.—As respects the language and 
translation, though above 700 copies have been distributed, I 
have had only one case of an objection being made, and that 
one was a verse not translated according to Rashi. It was 
made by a boy, but was answered by a Jew present. On the con- 
trary, there have been numerous applications from men, women, 
and children, for the other Books of the Old Testament.” 

In a letter of somewhat earlier date, Mr. M’Caul states a most 
encouraging fact with respect to the prospects now opened 
amongst the female part of the Jewish population. 
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“The Jewish translation has opened a field of usefulness 
amongst Jewish women, such as we have never had. There 
have been as many Jewish females in the last four weeks as we 
have had in allthe five preceding years; and many men have 
come to ask for a copy of Genesis for their wives.” 

Your Committee have long felt the importance of a general 
circulation of the Old Testament Scriptures, in the original He- 
brew, and in consequence have forwarded large supplies to the 
various Missionary Stations, especially to Poland, where the 
Jewish population is so numerous. Believing, as they do, that 
the Old Testament testifies of Christ, and that it will lead every 
humble inquirer to Him as a Saviour, they are anxious to put into 
the hands of this people the pure and unadulterated Word of God. 
Your Committee would furnish them with their own Law, and 
their own Prophets, of which they are almost entirely ignorant. 
The copies in use amongst them are so few and so expensive, 
as not to be within the reach of the great mass of the Jewish 
nation; and moreover, the sense of Scripture is so obscured 
and perverted by the manifold commentaries with which the 
text 1s encompassed, that it serves as a means of perpetuating 
error, and of strengthening the national prejudice against the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

On this subject, your Committee have lately had a very inte- 
resting and important correspondence with your Missionaries at 
Warsaw. It has been the general practice to sell the copies of 
the Bible at a reduced price, usually not more than twenty-five 
per cent. below the cost price, except in particular cases, which 
seemed to call for gratuitous distribution. This measure was 
adopted chiefly for the purpose of preventing any injury to the 
Society’s funds, or indeed to the general promotion of its high 
objects, from individuals disposed to buy up the copies of the 
Sacred Volume at a very low rate for the sake of gain. Lat- 
terly, however, your Missionaries have been led, by the result of 
their own experience, to adopt measures for theynore general 
diffusion of the Word of God, partly by sale at very low prices, 
and partly by gratuitous distribution. The representations of 
the Rev. Messrs. M’Caul and Becker on this subject are impor- 
tant, both as affording a strong argument in support of the plan 
they recommend, and likewise as exhibiting a faithful descrip- 
tion of the present state of the Polish Jews. They thus write: 

“ Warsaw, March 22.—The grand object of the Society in 
distributing their editions of the Old Testament Scriptures, 1s 
to draw away the Jews from the traditions of the elders, to w hich 
they have been in bondage for more than 1800 years, and to bring 
them back to the pure Word of God, without note or comment, 
and thereby to the knowledge of God, which is in Christ Jesus. 
But we have here three great obstacles to surmount. Ist. Ex- 
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cessive poverty. 2d. Inveterate prejudice. 3d. A systematic 
contempt of the Bible. 

“ Ist. The mass of the Polish Jews is in extreme poverty, and 
cannot purchase the Word of God at the price fixed by the 
Committee. We have made the experiment four years. In 
1823, the first Hebrew Bibles arrived. We attempted to sell 
them at twenty-five per cent. under the cost price. The con- 
sequence was, that none but the rich could purchase, and even 
the rich sparingly, so that no general impression could be made 
on the Jewish nation, because there was no general diffusion of 
the Word of God. Those upon whom we especially desired to 
make an impression, the Jewish school-masters, were thus almost 
entirely excluded. 

“2d. The Jews have an old prepossession for the Jewish Com- 
mentaries, and an inveterate prejudice against all editions of the 
Bible which are destitute of them; so that many who can buy, 
will not, because our Bible is without note or commentary. 

“ 3d. The Jews have a systematic contempt for the word of God. 
They not only retain, but act on the Talmudic principle, that 
‘the Bible is only water, whereas the Mishna is wine, and the 
Gemara spiced wine.’ How then can we expect men, sunk in 
the deepest poverty, and with an inveterate prejudice against the 
pure Bible, to give a high price for a book for which they do not 
care, especially when they can have the use of the Talmud and 
the Commentaries for nothing in every school.” 

Such were the considerations which, early in the present year, 
induced your missionaries to commence an active circulation of 
the Hebrew Scriptures amongst those Jews who showed a willing- 
ness to receive and to read them. ‘The consequence was, that 
they were immediately besieged by great numbers of Jews who 

ladly received, or purchased at very low prices, copies of the 
Bible. They have reason to know that the sacred volume, thus 
distributed, was very generally read, and became the subject of 
most interesting conversations. In place of the contentious dis- 
putations too common in a Missionary’s intercourse with the 
Jews, a spiritof friendly discussion was promoted. 

Mr. M’Caul writes, Feb. 5, that within a very short period 
they had been visited by 1,500 persons, at the very least. He 
adds— 

“ Last Saturday, there were comparatively but few Jews, and 
yet, before five in the afternoon, we had counted seventy-eight 
Jews, without reckoning women, and children under the age of 
fifteen. After five o’clock, the crowd was so great that we 
could not count them.” 

Your Committee will refer you to the communications of your 
‘Missionary for a statement of the actual and probable results 
of their measures. With this view they subjoin the following 
extract :— 
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** Now look at the distribution of the Word of God, without 
money and without price. We are sure, in the first place, of a 
general distribution of the pure Word of God. The Jews now de- 
sire to have the whole Bible, and read it diligently, partly because 
they see that we have an evident superiority over them, by rea- 
son of our knowledge of the Bible, and that we can speak with 
authority, as all our arguments rest on the sure foundation of 
the law and the testimony. They wish, therefore, to find argu- 
ments equally strong against us, and they feel that they are to 
be supplied from the Bible alone. But this thirst for the Word 
of God comes partly, we hope, from the spirit of God. ‘ The 
Lord is returning to his people, and therefore sends a famine in 
the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord.’ A gratuitous circulation satis- 
fies this hunger and thirst, and puts the Bible into the hands of 
all. But, secondly, this gratuitous circulation of the Old Testa- 
ment wins the confidence and even the affections of the Jews, and 
stops the mouths of all disputants. Your Missionary stands on 
high grounds when he can say to the Jews, ‘ Dear Brethren, your 
forefathers came to our ancestors, when they lay in darkness, and 
the shadow of death, and brought them the knowledge of God 
without money and without price. They were not deterred by 
the hypocrisy of some, nor the persecutions of others. They 
laid down their lives to bring us to the knowledge of God. We 
are now come to pay off this debt of gratitude. We bring you 
the Bible without money and without price. We love you, and 
as a proof of our love, we bring you the best present in the 
world, the Word of God.” 

Satisfied that your Missionaries have the spiritual welfare of 
Israel deeply at heart, and confiding in their discretion, your 
Committee have been so far influenced by these powerful repre- 
sentations, as to leave them for the present to pursue that course, 
which their own convictions and experience point out, as at once 
the most scriptural and the most likely to attain the end proposed. 
They believe that the Almighty delights to honour his own writ- 
ten Word ; and, moreover, he has given the promise, that it shall 
not return unto him void. 

A further supply of Bibles has been forwarded to your Mis- 
sionaries in Poland, and your Committee are happy to state, 
that when the new edition of the Hebrew Bible is completed, 
after the payment of the first expenses, they will be able to fur- 
nish any number of copies at a very low price indeed, without 
loss to your funds, if it should appear desirable to dispose of them 
in this way, rather than by a distribution altogether gratuitous. 


(To be continued.) 








